
Walz Announces Rochester's Own Randy Johnson to Take Part in White House Jobs Forum

Washington,  DC – Today,  Congressman Tim Walz announced that he recommended to the
White House that Randy  Johnson, Executive Director of Southeast Minnesota Workforce
Development, Inc.  participate in the Jobs Forum being held tomorrow.  The White House
accepted  Walz’s recommendation and Johnson will be in attendance tomorrow at both the 
conference roundtable and the afternoon breakout session entitled, “Preparing  workers and
strengthening Main Street Breakout.”

  

 

  

“Randy is  a tireless advocate for workers in need of new skills and retraining,” said  Walz.  “He
and I agree that green energy jobs are dependable jobs that pay well  and require a skilled
workforce.  The bipartisan energy bill as well as the wind  production bills I’ve introduced would
expand green jobs in southern Minnesota  and throughout the country.  Randy’s role at the
event will be to advocate for  these kinds of jobs and the retraining programs necessary to put
Minnesotans to  work in all aspects of green energy, from finance to electrical to agricultural 
positions.”

  

 

  

“I’m honored to be  invited to President Obama’s Jobs Summit and want thank Congressman
Tim Walz for  helping me secure this invitation,” said Randy Johnson, Executive Director of 
Workforce Development Inc.  “I look forward to working with the Administration  and
Congressman Walz in seeking comprehensive strategies that spur job creation  and economic
recovery in Minnesota and across the  country.”

  

 

  

In June,  Congressman Tim Walz announced he would continue fighting for the transformative 
energy legislation he helped write during 2008 with a broad bipartisan coalition  of House
lawmakers.  HR 2227, the American Independence and Clean Energy Act of  2009, an updated
version of the bill from the 110th Congress,  currently has 36 bipartisan cosponsors, including
Minnesotans Tim Walz, Erik  Paulsen and Collin Peterson.
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Walz  introduced H.R. 3136 and H.R. 3136 in July, which extend and expand the wind 
production tax credit making it possible for smaller producers of wind energy to  get into and
grow in the wind energy production field.

  

 

  

Walz, a  member of the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee has been  advocating
alongside unions and the Minnesota Chamber for action on federal  highway projects, which
would bring good paying construction jobs to Minnesota  in the short term and will help improve
our infrastructure so business can  thrive in the long term. According to the  American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, there are  7,497 ready-to-go highway
and bridge projects, totaling $47.3 billion.
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